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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second largest state in the USA is Texas after Alaska. This state has always been rough on criminal punishment for those who go against the state laws. Since, the implementation of capital punishment in 1976 by the United States of America, Texas has always been on the forefront to put this punishment in action. Also, it has self-defense laws that allow her citizens to defend themselves against the enemies (Balter, 389). Therefore, this state has well known for its effort to fight for the rights of the country to the point of challenging the national government to the latter. This paper focuses on the court case of Johnson and Texas where the Johnson burned an American flag outside the Convention Centre in Dallas, Texas. The burning of the flag by Gregory Lee Johnson symbolizes freedom of speech which is protected by the constitution from the First Amendment, where someone may demonstrate through various ways like protest and flag burning.
Court Case
From Goldstein (55), Johnson burned the American flag in Dallas where the Republic National Convention was held to protest against the policies of President Reagan. However, Johnson was arrested by the government for violating the law against blasphemy of treating the object with great respect and differences which includes the American flag. However, the Texas court convicted him, but he later appeals his case to the Supreme Court. From the ruling of Justice William Brennan, concluded that flag burning symbolizes freedom of speech as constituted by the First Amendment in the American constitution.
According to Texas law, it discriminates upon the prosecution against the disrespect of venerated objects such as the burning of the flag, but the national government did not discriminate upon this act. Some judges such as Justice Stevens argues that the flag symbolizes national unity in a given nation which is higher than symbolic speech. Therefore, the government has the responsibility to prohibit the burning of the flag in the United State (King, 370). From Justice Stevens laws and order should be put in place for those who practice this act of flag burning. However, this was contrary to the Texas law which does not have laws that prohibit flag burning.
This ruling of Johnson’s case had a high impact on the federalism of the United States. From Justice William Brennan, he wrote that state has the mandate to either to prohibit or to foster its view against flag burning. According to King (370), this has a clear indication that the state can have her laws which are contrary to those of the country. From Justice William, the flag was not exempt from protection by the First Amendment, but only the people are exempt by the First Amendment. In the other hand, this gave a state power to formulate her laws for her citizens. 
However, this led to the emergence of federalist systems in the United States where the powers are divided between the national government and the states. Also, each state had subsections known as counties that are under the ruling of the state government. Under the federal government, there is the legislature and the executive.  The legislature is mandated to make laws that govern the states.
The act of Gregory Lee Johnson of burning the American flag was constitutionally right. Since the constitution has stipulated rights or freedom for speech through various ways which are not violating, then the burning of the flag was the right decision for Johnson. He was expressing his constitutional right of speech by burning the flag (King, 370). Consequently, this would have a positive influence on other citizens to participate in their freedom of speech not only in burning the flag but also through the various means such as protest. 
In other hand, Johnson’s case was not the only factor that facilitated the coming of the federalism type of government in Texas but also facilitated with various factors such as development framework, population ethnic background, pressure from the leaders, large population of American people, the size of Amer4ica and the external influence specifically from the colonizers. These factors motivated the adoption of federalism in America which led to the division of power between the national government and the government of the state (Balter, 389). 
In many cases flag has been used to symbolise peace and unity of a nation. From Goldstein (55), the case of Johnson where he set fire on the flag shows disrespect to his country. Also, it shows that he does not keep and maintain peace with one another in; instead he is betraying his country. He could have used other means of demonstration towards the current President rather than burning the flag which implies disloyal to the state. This has a negative implication or effect to the neighbouring nations which will not show respect to the United States.
In conclusion, a free nation like in America where the constitutional warrant for free speech for her citizens but it was illegal to desecrate the American flag. In the United State of America, there is no symbol which is charged without following the constitution and emotion to the extent of hindering one from the freedom of speech to (King, 370). Therefore, the act of convicting Johnson was against the First Amendment of the constitution.
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